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Next  J a n u a r y ,  NASA w i l l  f l y  a young woman from Concord, N e w  
 amps shire i n t o  space .  She  is a  t e a c h e r  and her  name is Sharon 
C h r i s t a  McAul i f fe .  Mrs. McAuliff e was chosen from more than  
11,000 a p p l i c a n t s  to be ~ m e r i c a ' s  f i r s t  passenger  on t h e  S h u t t l e  
under  NASA1 s Space  F l i g h t  P a r t i c i p a n t  Program. 

Today w e  a r e  proud to  announce t h a t  t h e  second American 
c i t i z e n  to f l y  under t h e  program w i l l  be a j o u r n a l i s t .  H e  or s h e  
w i l l  be chosen from among t h e  more t h a n  125,000 working 
j o u r n a l i s t s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c o u n t r y  and abroad,  and,  w e  hope, w i l l  
f l y  n e x t  f a l l .  

NOW I know t h e r e  a r e  t h o s e  who would l i k e  t o  p u t  some 
j o u r n a l i s t s  i n t o  o r b i t  - permanent ly .  B u t  I can a s s u r e  you t h a t  
o u r  winning c a n d i d a t e  w i l l  n o t  o n l y  g e t  a  r o u n d - t r i p  t icket ,  b u t  
a  f i r s t - c l a s s ,  u n f o r g e t t a b l e  r i d e .  

When we announced t h e  Space  F l i g h t  P a r t i c i p a n t  program l a s t  
A p r i l ,  w e  s t r e s s e d  t h a t  t h o s e  f o r t u n a t e  enough t o  f l y  would come 
from a l l  segments  of  our  s o c i e t y .  W e  a l s o  s a i d  t h a t  each  would 
have a  d i f f e r e n t  s t o r y  to  t e l l ;  and e a c h  w i l l  have t h e  chance t o  - - 
t e l l  it t h e i r  own way, based on t h e i r  e x p e r i e n c e ,  t a l e n t s  and 
s k i l l s .  W e  have b u i l t  t h i s  k ind  of  f l e x i b i l i t y  i n t o  t h e  program 
i n t e n t i o n a l l y .  W e  want a l l  p a r t i c i p a n t s  to  be able to  t e l l  t h e i r  
own s t o r y  i n  t h e  b e s t  way t h e y  know how. 

A s t r o n a u t s  have t r i e d  to  do t h i s  s i n c e  t h e  manned s p a c e  
program began. They a r e  v e r y  a r t i c u l a t e  on t e c h n i c a l  matters, b u t  
t h e y  a r e  n o t  t r a i n e d  communicators.  T e a c h e r s  a r e ;  and so a r e  
members o f  t h e  F o u r t h  E s t a t e .  J o u r n a l i s t s  are t r a i n e d  t o  r e p o r t  
and comment on t h e  news, what Woodrow Wilson c a l l e d  " t h e  
a tmosphere  of events ."  And e v e r y  day t h e i r  words and images f l o w  
th rough  o u r  minds and i m a g i n a t i o n s  to h e l p  us  s h a p e  p e r s p e c t i v e s  
on our  l i v e s  and our world. J o u r n a l i s t s  a r e ,  indeed ,  t h e  p u b l i c ' s  
e y e s  and e a r s .  

S o  w e  e x p e c t  t h a t  t h e  j o u r n a l i s t  who f l i e s  n e x t  September 
w i l l  n o t  o n l y  see a l l  and h e a r  a l l ,  b u t  w i l l  t e l l  a l l ,  a s  w e l l .  
And what a  s t o r y  to t e l l  - from t h e  t i m e  he o r  s h e  advances  to 
t h e  s e m i - f i n a l s ,  th rough  t r a i n i n g  and t h e  m i s s i o n  i t s e l f  t o  t h e  
f i r s t  p o s t - f l i g h t  news c o n f e r e n c e  a b o u t  a  month a f t e r  t h e  f l i g h t !  

A f t e r  t h a t ,  our  c a n d i d a t e  w i l l  go  o f f  d u t y ,  no l o n g e r  
beholden t o  NASA. But  w e  would hope f o r  and encourage  more f a l l -  
o u t  from t h e  e x p e r i e n c e ,  depending on t h e  w i n n e r ' s  s k i l l s  and 
p r e d e l i c t i o n s ,  P e r h a p s  a  book, or a  series of  magazine a r t i c l e s  
w i l l  be developed;  p o s s i b l y  a  r a d i o  or t e l e v i s i o n  series,  or 
t r a v e l i n g  pho to  or e d i t o r i a l  c a r t o o n  e x h i b i t s .  Maybe a l l  o f  t h e s e  
and more w i l l  r e s u l t ,  i f  our  winner  h a s  t h e  t i m e  and t a l e n t s  t o  
p roduce  ,them. 



How w i l l  t h e  winner be s e l e c t e d ?  Given t h e  v a r i e d  and 
s p e c i a l i z e d  n a t u r e  of  j o u r n a l i s t s '  a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  w e  were hard  p u t  
to  f i n d  one to a s s i s t  u s  t h a t  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  spect rum o f  
j o u r n a l i s m  across t h e  board.  A f t e r  c o n s u l t i n g  w i t h  an ad hoc 
g r o u p  of  working j o u r n a l i s t s  b rough t  t o g e t h e r  by t h e  ~ a d i o -  
T e l e v i s i o n  N e w s  Directors A s s o c i a t i o n ,  w e  ag reed  t h a t  a n  
e x c e l l e n t  and c r e d i b l e  c h o i c e  would be an  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t h a t  
n o u r i s h e s  t h e  seed c o r n  f o r  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n ,  r a t h e r  than  one t h a t  
r e p r e s e n t s  any one  segment of  it. 

We chose  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  of  S c h o o l s  o f  J o u r n a l i s m  and Mass 
Communication. T h i s  a s s o c i a t i o n  is made up of  170 j o u r n a l i s m  
s c h o o l s  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y .  I ts  s is ter  o r g a n i z a t i o n  is t h e  
A s s o c i a t i o n  f o r  E d u c a t i o n  i n  J o u r n a l i s m  and Mass Communication, 
t h e  n a t i o n ' s  o l d e s t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  j o u r n a l i s m  e d u c a t o r s .  AEJMC 
is a f f i l i a t e d  w i t h  40 o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  a wide v a r i e t y  
o f  working j o u r n a l i s t s .  

ASJMC, i n  c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  t h o s e  j o u r n a l i s m  e d u c a t o r s  and 
media p r o f e s s i o n a l s ,  h a s  ag reed  to o r g a n i z e  a  n a t i o n a l  s e l e c t i o n  
p r o c e s s  to  h e l p  choose  t h e  j o u r n a l i s t  who w i l l  f l y .  Next March, a  
n a t i o n a l  p a n e l  of  working j o u r n a l i s t s ,  d e a n s  and r e t i r e d  deans  of 
j o u r n a l i s m  s c h o o l s  and n a t i o n a l l y  r e c o g n i z e d  l e a d e r s  i n  o t h e r  
f i e l d s  w i l l  choose  f i v e  p e o p l e  from 40 s e m i - f i n a l i s t s  i n  f i v e  
r e g i o n s  around t h e  c o u n t r y .  NASA w i l l  select t h e  winner and back- - - 
up c a n d i d a t e s  from among t h o s e  f i v e .  

Choosing t h e  f i r s t  j o u r n a l i s t  t o  f l y  i n  s p a c e  from among t h e  
many thousands  we e x p e c t  t o  a p p l y  w i l l  be tough,  indeed.  American 
j o u r n a l i s t s  a r e  s k i l l f  u l ,  t a l e n t e d  and p e r s u a s i v e .  And t h e y  a r e  
v e r y  c o m p e t i t i v e .  But  w e ' l l  do  our  b e s t  to p i c k  a  p e r s o n  t h a t  
d o e s  honor to t h e  e n t i r e  p r o f e s s i o n  and one  t h a t  a l l  Americans 
c a n  be proud o f .  

P e r h a p s  someone h e r e  today  w i l l  b e  t h a t  pe r son .  I c e r t a i n l y  
hope you w i l l  a l l  apply .  And i f  anyone b e l i e v e s  t h e y  have l i t t l e  
chance  f o r  s u c c e s s ,  I commend t o  you some words from my o l d  
f r i e n d ,  Shakespeare .  They a r e  from " A l l ' s  Well T h a t  Ends W e l l . "  

" O f t  e x p e c t a t i o n  f a i l s  and most o f t  t h e r e  

Where most it promises ,  and o f t  it h i t s  

Where hope is c o l d e s t  and d i s p a i r  most f i t s . "  

Think ahou t  it, And goad l u c k  to you a l l .  

Thank you v e r y  much. 


